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Poughkeepsie 9.44.55

Rethinking the Arterials and Interchange

By Mark Debald, Transportation Program Administrator, Dutchess County Transportation Council
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Why Study It?

Long -time residents, newcomers, and visitors
can attest to the challenging travel conditions
at the Route 9 interchange and along the
44/ 55 arterials. But itds |not just our
experiences telling us this, these perceptions
are borne out by the data.

The 9/44/55 interchange, constructed in the
mid-196006s, is a complex sysgtem of ramps and
intersections that connect Route 9 to the

44/55 arterials, and by extension, the Mid -
Hudson Bridge. A product of its time, this O6bow
-tied configuration creates numerous conflict
points and forces drivers to make unintuitive
movements. With Route 9 moving 34,000 -
42,000 vehicles a day, and the nearby Bridge
carrying more than 39,000 a day, crashes are
bound to happen 1 andthey do. Athree -year

snapshot (2016 -2018) found that over 400 Miday traffic heading west on
crashes occurred at the interchange (about Z ]EJ ![O (ra ? ﬁ g 2 'n'lﬂ lg%?ndrnnrﬁ ¢ Bé/l" 'd? ? Z.f ¢ ?Lér Ic r;?]
one every three days), producing crash rates location, which can ripple thr

that are tgn_tlme_s; higher than the statewide and the arterials.
rate for similar highways.

And the 44/55 arterials dondét fare better. Proposed in t
interchange, a product of their time, the arterwestls serv
connections. In reality, the arterials operate as two separate highways: each direction travelling

one -way, using three lanes, and intersecting countless local streets. But more so than the

interchange, they serve a vital, localized travel need that includes many more people walking and
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http://dutchessny.gov/departments/planning/docs/Study-Area-Poughkeepsie-9-44-55.pdf

